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A Systems Thinking Approach to Fostering Safety Culture: A Study on the Shift in Perception within Safety
Culture Activities

Noriyuki MAEDA
Japan Nuclear Safety Institute
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While the importance of "safety culture" has been emphasized in recent years, the concept has tended to be limited to discussions of
individual awareness, psychology, or behavioral traits. Consequently, there is a concern that attention is being diverted from the structural
flaws within the organization that should be addressed. As Hollnagel warned with the phrase "Safety culture RIP," the term "safety
culture" can even serve to conceal systemic deficiencies. Such a reality risks turning the fostering activities themselves into an end in
themselves, transforming them into formalistic tasks lacking practical effectiveness for the frontline. The primary objective of this paper
is to redefine safety culture as an "operational function of the system." True systemic safety is achieved not by pitting Leveson’s
"structural control" against Hollnagel’s "dynamic adaptation," but rather by highly synchronizing and integrating the two. This paper
discusses a path toward resolving the "information clogging" using Reason’s model and shifting the conceptual framework from
"attribute to function" through Schein’s cultural theory. Through this logical progression, I aim to clarify how organizations can
overcome the wall of " underlying assumptions" and continue to create safety.
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Figure 1: Shift in Perception of "Safety Culture": From
Attribute to Function

2. REZHHSCORTLOImE-
RG] DfmEE—

MEE) &

AIEIZBWT, Z8% THEINCY X7 AR Ui
HARWOIEEYE 7 e ADRIK) LEFR LTI, AR
SNHNHERE S D BEFRIE, #E - EEMRIASERET LAERFS
% THEXSER 7 (R 1 & BUBOZ—Z L B D DIk
DUZBI L7287 TS &V Zo0flEm Bz 5
ZENTED, INBIT—RINT DL IR D,
FRRIZ 1/27A®%A@%%ﬁﬁét \ZHiTE L&
7 BRI S

2-1. BEEROFH EFE - EEDOIBIS : Leveson DR
Leveson 1%, ZZ&#aBEEBOMBEIERANSAELS T4
R L TEFR L. TOMRE [HER comy)nZ

2K (Safety Constraints) (ZX AHIEHIORE) L4E

68

250, ZZ TV REHINE, ~— KU =7 Ok
DFFEEL, ERAA—UZED ETEIRTH-Y ., Zh
B AME AL B U C s A B < B Ok A & Lﬂ%%
BET 2, LovL, MO TS OFKIHERE RS
(A DR L, Leveson AMEHGI 2 A2 OIER G
SEIE, WERLL FO =S TE 572459,

1) BROFRE: fHOERICHD VeBWE)y &
WO BERMEbL LT, EEOBRSIZITH R 5 B
LMD IRTE,

2) BINENOBS © REMD LR oD, B
Bl TRERR BB\ CHREMNAFES R A
T HIRAE,

3) 74— KRy 7Ol (EEOBIBICRITS R
<0 GEIL) ) DRI ST, 072K
75‘5%’“‘”“ BHEMAI Mz 5 720 VIRAE,

ZCHEROIE, ZNHORKIZRRGE « MR DR
f@f%ﬂ HERL BE'< BT EIRO W CRaifif A g4
Zo—oa) (5] 722058 ThD, HEORKE T
HRLEPAE TR VAT LEZEOBLSIGE X
IR, T OB IR DGO R () &
WEEDHY (BT D Y 7 VT 4 NAWIZRERET,
ZAENVD SRS TENAZ AL ARE S 2o T il
RCHHEWMABET LN TXS,

22, KRT O L DI : Hol Inagel DA

Hollnagel I3, HiE@ Y OIEE Work-as—Imagined) &
FEEOMEEE (Work-as—Done) DOTEBfEZFERM L. ARIAMK
PUZHEDETY V=R AT L | a8 & 9 REIC
EET DY, RECIE, EEOBIGCRT S R o
HAFIALZE, DT T FTOFEFINLEZLIZ,

(=651 : 7 2 —Af~DxtE]

A, BAEDFIRAEI ST VEEZBRLG LT RIEC
FET L TNDIETOT v—3 A +5 T7k7b)()%>htlj1%
T T L EEERT TTR AR SE25RITITO D2
EWVIEEERE, [T o — Y HE~FREE T LT
M3 CIRUTHENE T D &) MR D
PN Se, ARERIESn WD TH ’5 ko
BYE] TYEEATTEED IZEE LTIV & OFEBITEE G
T2, COVEEE IRV — L AT L, BEE R
W EFESTEFRI~NRE LT,

[547 s & LT TAH &Mt b]
Zo TEH mﬁé{%‘ﬁéﬁfoﬁ/vﬂvgff [EeAAN
Hollnagel DMMIINEITIE, ZAUTHIG N EHIHI %
FELE D & L@ r@m D—ERETH D, HLZ
TTHEEED— NV ERL GEARAEIS) LT, 1R

Ea—VYY2I 705 —2X Vol30 No.2 (2026)



EOERSHETAGE, EERIT TEh) &L CETL, 7
o —TREDFHE & 5\ IR &\ 9 SR 722 K
(AR DRERHM) XS5, DF D EEED [
HilkE->THE ) LizZ & T, 1D THEROIEER (7«
— Ry 7)) NEBIL, MkTFE OB E G -0TH
2

I THRERLVIZRAOIE, FEEISCRITS The
PREAE FCOM7R00 < 0 G TEY) J 23, RRTREE -
EEMUANERE LTz THEE ) O 2GR & LTEVRE L,
FREOFEEEE B TCLEI ENHINT Ry I AT
D, EEDOBTITHhN WA DL, B b FIEDRE
TR, 2-1 Tl IR571K) %2, BUGN
TR Z R > CEORMAID, U A7 Z35au7a
NSRS S = = R N TN AR (AN ST A AN

2-3. EELECORE : ARDOI U TIX M HEF

AT MEEOHEIZSITIE, Leveson @ 11 (i
#)) 1 & Hollnagel @ Tihts GRS | 1, “FHR—TIL
72< | RO IR L B RERE AR D 7o DITHITE L
AOMERCH D, BRIRVAT LEIL, e« EEOH,
Ginsakat Uiz THOER) & VEEOBBCRT 5 TGl
(R0 <Y) OFEE B MATERDEV, BRI
A Ut 2 REEZ 457 (K2 28),

Z ORENZIRBNTRAR 72D, fEHO DTN (1
B) | Thd, 7a—FOREFIRT LI, EEBGO
[0 < V| OFFIREE « EEMUAMRES RN &
I SO Z & 2 FR & 72D, Lo LIRIRKZ,
e < EEMAS RREFT D) < Me~fiv (il
FIDEZF) ] B, HE (arTr 2 ) & UTHEESY
I S QW RITIUR, Zhvb iz, Wi cth 5,
FHCHEET &R, WBUGORITET D 5 IEHROWHE
Thb, e BEMUNBILEOC0 < 0 % (BT
\Z U CEERFAIRN—T5C, MEERARED 2@ 72 T
PROME Z9R NS 1D 70BN T, BIGITIRY VERLL &
BREEE D, — T, BGOSR EROREXDOIEZ
FNSIEITZITRT 72 EbHOHEOWHETHA 5, W
OEXRCEEMED AU, BEs) TOIMUT, #
HIZEMGELOMEZ S R THE e | REEHD
A ETERA L SEDR, 29 Lz TR (8
BR) | OFHSEN, MRk S AT b & U TR & el
BEDILMER R S ERERDDTH S,

g ZH72 AR IS/ T, Bl O3EE
WIRE U7z TSR ~E RS, Tl 28l
BRGNS T SGE] ~EB&IT 57201203,
WE S O OE T HRBUTKR L, —i@E T2

TEBRBAL ARD, IR A O THEHROTEERD AT
REZZ D,

L, BEOZO HER] 1XE 972> TNWDHDIEA
DD, IROFETERLL THIZLY,

#E - EEOHG
FBIER 75 il (F1%9) . <Leveson>

BHED W51 D

B (DY @mHgoB®EEY Wik Jo—H0EH R (3>
THR K BEEOkE ABEDBIEL (B ST R+
#%H) #A)
EEDBRI5  BIRTES
<Hollnagel >

2 BELEROREIETIV (Leveson & Hollnagel M
E5=))
Figure 2: Synchronization Model of Structure and
Adaptation (Integration of Leveson and Hollnagel)
3. REERZBET BEFYI OFE :
Reason DR

Reason 23it< [N 530k © 2445 4
TR (A, B FR ) 13 VAT LAEEICE
FB7 40— Ry JHIEIOETHS, LivL, BIEOHM
WS OPCIL, 2 ETHER UL I ) & il
&) OAFRFIDS, ROt E k5 THFEEY | O
RERVIED,
3-1. 9 53ie) ZBEOX FEEE

[HE3 5300 AP AER 72 EEE T, >0 )%
Ik oTAHEL TN,

F—lE, WEICABET S [ENRa A b THD,
ATIOFEHHDF T, S5 EFRIOZICIZ L 541
ARERBED/RANDS, B & > COAHEAER I TS,

B0k, ERICHBGO EE] ThD, BRiOfE
EOERSH L D LT HEME GER) 2MRVNEE, B
IXERROR, WiE LY AEENREL (V<) 12k
DI AR 5, ZHUTEEcldial . Mgz B

BB D OGHRGERICM B2, LL, 20
SERBEDEEIT, BUROFEE A LARERE D L,
HEEAMEEIE~D T 4 — Ry 7R EESTLE D,
B PR Z OV L o~ il N L, B h~ A
v RORJEE U TS 2855I 28RV | 1EHO H
RHE O IIEE SR,

32. TEZEOX{E) OEISEODENAE

HETDOHONEPI KT T HELEZZ - L&, i
i DUDERSAE] S W) T L—%3 0D, IEEICHR
g5 2 & T RN BT D RO S kA

ZEXCBRNDY AT ARBHNPTO—F —REOHGHRICET D —BR—

69



MTFTLEI EVOH LR INHEE BT 516 T
bD, ZOL DI HEA~ORBE#RN DAL D
EEPZ O 1%, B2 5B TBEROEEZT TIE
FREE SR, ZTFRINNCBIOa T 7 A R &k
FRELY | DFRAEUE A LA D & D 2R DEE
NN Z &5,

33. FEBO3IE] #WRIESESHEE LN

BGOSR K > TEB O IS ER S ND &

AR TP EWIEEORDEL, TN
RELTUATLONFENEEE R LTLE S, SHIC
FHRRA 7250 AR L 723 B RO~/ —/LiB
IRCHEBITHAATIUL, BUHC & > TR TARAY
RIS EAEY | H DOBEERD D174 ~EEE LA
720N, FEEBEORA, BGERERKea X NaethoT
AR UTAFID T 28R L, S22 E i 2k
DI E U THEIE LSS NI - TV D &b g,
34. TREGE] : BREFIZHET HEROEE
T a—ROEFITIE, #@icE LTO TEH] M,
TEEED THLOHWTCNLbIEE 5 ) BRI Z Ok
MAMERE LT T D, F7o. fEAFFOFICIIRA
ARGEFRIRFD JR A ARDF R E R OB Y < 5
¢T% LIXFRR DBIGCOHWT - ITENC K> TRE
RS T O1E, F ST OFAPEDERE LT
%%k%iéoﬁ%ﬁﬁmﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁ% . Bl
N BT DFHRS 2203, O BEEE D 2R
\ZFRET 258N ) & 72 B D TH D,

4. FEBZEHRET S [FHRI DFES : Schein ®
RR

I ZE TR TE L DI LROMER T G & Fhi ) |
ZLTENLEZES HFRER) 12X > T BT
%, LinL, T DIEE A FEERIZENL T D DIT
R H0GE8R L TD T2y P47=v izl &Lfb\
DO (TR R, RS ARER L KD &
THMVMAZDOEDBERETH D, [FRRONHAA) 235
WDNNZERVEIZH A RHEISE STV D 0 E il LTz
A%

4-1. RUERMT TO—FO%A : 3 BETILTHAE
%

BUED U VERRIEEN X, FHD M 2 5 X R,
B ZIE TARA 2553 10 OFREY 22 P X 9, THEHE:
BRE OL TR L, ZOMMAZIE 2 CUGEDTY
Ak L X5 T 2RI T 7 v —F OFa AR
Wy, LL, 1 T CfilN7- Schein OFT /UIZRR SEIE

70

ZAHOIEENE TATOREY)) <0 [FE S QO AE
&) EFEZDZ EITEL L TODITEE 0,
Hollnagel 23Ef9 2 £ 212, 223yl LW HE&
VLR 7 & F %R IR o3 <

T e dGE R A & IS E S Y, Sk

DOEEHIRHBZ R ZIEZ D 2 & % 2SR E))

LM DEID L HITEZ TS Z & ERAS, faEz [

AHIRHE] &2 o TUINRWEAS Dy, VAT AEEIC

Fo3< TV AT MSREDRES L) ~ LIS SAA % %

DEEZ D& TN, EOEM ORI EERK S

HEHERFHL . —oDuE L e DD TIT VN E 2D,

42. BRGEBORZAEL | YA TLEEEORESEICRH
(7= 3 DDOR &

TEEIOMSIAZ [V AT IMSREDER L) ~L B0

RAHTOITIE, ZIVE TYURES N TE 78 E. LIT

D =DM TRAETVERH D,

1) TEROERESET T2 b Tl S
B MMIET A58 E [ 2T AOMEREs Rl
BT D720 DEERY V—A | SNBSS, %
AUAMERMOAERU LS BHAZTELITTHH L, £h
AR OMAN & U TERT 2 Z L2 hiffifa s L
THUTTHIO T, IHMOTEBRI IR FTREZ: (&Y
A D)) NEBERTD,

2) BUGOBS (VL D) IFVATLDOL VY =R
Xz TRRERIfRR) © BUE & ERED R4 Hi7e
% ) & U GRIF A0 TIERL, R oiEis
EWEL LTeONheWH s (77 AR IZE
BBALAE T D, ZOREEAEM L, ENYeE
~ET 4= KRy 7T 5 IR DIEE ORI
EHG L EHICRET L, EBITHZ L 22D, e
SYVEERIEEN ORI & 72 B,

3) K EEMAOEENIERO HEE) : ZhETO
THENIBSGO RS RE LB ThoT, =T
Blo 7o 1E AR O STIRICIR S L CTEMRST, Bk
m&%kﬁﬁmkoﬁié%% EEYHIo> THHME )

I 7Y Y —ABMRY [T HILTUNTETEA 9 Dy,
ﬁ%ﬁﬁ@fmuj%ﬁé &ofTTK&%ﬁ&
T DL, TN, FEORKE A EE
HIEODEHETH D,
4-3. PBEOERERZ HEME | DENREEOERER
AR D 0EZZ S LT, BB EAD LER
REE” 25T OTIIRL, VAT LD EHERT5

7o “EREE” ThD, HETHUR Fhus [E

DML D TEROAER 2 A MU &R, MR Y72

Bl & LTIk, AL T<inb) &

Ea—VYY2I 705 —2X Vol30 No.2 (2026)



W) VAT AZEOLDO~DEFEE LTIEZ D Z LN T
=% X3z,

2-2 THRART=7 v —3pDOEHNIBNT, /EEENH S
DY T INEHIEE ST, #iE) &V ) HEISZRATZD
1, HIZ~ =2 TV NTELE L7 B TlEZeuy,
Reason MFEE U 7= IEEEIH 2 S CEh)> L= DL, FHfk
DEFRIZH D iz KON 50y LWy | Schein D
< ERICH DEARRR] DWERE L7202 H Th D,

BN FRRE SHICT O, 2 ZIiEEICaE
B D A 7 ZAM<, b LBERE R > TofiED ThE
T & LTORZITISND UL, #5T TS
DE LRI DATH] THOHUTDIEA D, T, Z2M|
BGOSR <) OWHIT D DI IMEG M 2 BRAE L
£ 9 EBOIUL, BIGE TH DOERBEN AT LD
S B O LD HIZENR D | &0 ) (G &R
TENTED, ZOLEPIHT, [HEROAERIAE S LR
FRMEIL, MRk~ TEER) ~EBUiET 2, (DPRIRYL SR
ML, THBERE X 2D TZODRFRIA T T 72D
Thb,

BENGRE~NDRE

2 ERAI 7 IES
BiERE

DIRMRE
g HignzE

BEBELKIT 5K (FBEEK)

YR T LADIERE (HEE)
3 ERMEEE LTOEMR et EFEME (BF
MNREAN)
Figure 3: Psychological Safety as an Operational Function and
the Learning Circuit (From Debt to Investment)
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